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Elder Abuse: An Increasingly Prevalent Problem

Elder abuse is a growing concern in the United States and around the world. This form of abuse

can take on many forms, including physical, psychological, financial, and neglect. Elder abuse can

be perpetrated by family members, caregivers, or strangers. It is an issue that deserves attention

and understanding in order to help those affected and prevent it in the future.

The scope of elder abuse is difficult to measure accurately. The National Center on Elder Abuse

estimates that only one in twenty-four cases of elder abuse is reported (National Center on Elder

Abuse, 2020). This statistic is concerning, as it is likely that many cases go unreported. It is

estimated that between 1-2 million Americans aged sixty-five and older are victims of elder abuse

each year (Administration for Community Living, 2020). Additionally, a survey conducted by the

National Center on Elder Abuse concluded that nearly 10% of all respondents had experienced

some form of elder abuse in their lifetime (National Center on Elder Abuse, 2020).

Elder abuse can take on many forms, all of which can have serious consequences for the victim.

Physical abuse can include hitting, slapping, pushing, and other forms of physical harm.

Psychological abuse can include verbal abuse, threats, and intimidation. Financial abuse can

involve misusing or stealing the victim's money or property. Neglect can involve failing to provide or

arrange necessary care, such as medical attention or food. In addition to the physical and

emotional consequences, elder abuse can also have financial impacts on the victim.

It is important to recognize the signs of elder abuse in order to intervene and prevent it in the

future. Some of the signs may include bruises, broken bones, changes in financial situation,

changes in behavior, or emotional distress. It is also important to be aware of the risk factors for

elder abuse. These can include age, gender, physical or cognitive impairments, living

arrangements, and social isolation (National Center on Elder Abuse, 2020).

Elder abuse is a growing concern and is an issue that needs to be addressed. It is important to

understand the signs, risk factors, and consequences of elder abuse in order to intervene and help

those affected.
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