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FOLKLORE

Folklore is a rich and diverse cultural tradition that has been passed down through generations
across many societies around the world. It is often defined as the traditional beliefs, customs, and
stories of a particular group or culture. Folklore has been an integral part of human culture for
centuries, providing a unique window into the beliefs and values of past and present societies.

Folklore can take many forms, from oral and written narratives to songs, dances, and visual arts. It
can also include material culture such as clothing, tools, and other artifacts (Kirshenblatt-Gimblett,
2020). The content of folklore is closely linked to its history and origin, with some stories and
customs having roots in ancient times. Folklore is also closely intertwined with other aspects of
culture, such as language, religion, and politics.

Folklore has been studied by a variety of disciplines, including anthropology, history, and literature.
Many scholars have explored the ways in which folklore has shaped and been shaped by culture
and society. For example, anthropologists have studied how folklore has been used to reinforce
social norms and beliefs, while historians have examined how folklore has been used to construct
and maintain cultural identities (Dundes, 1985). Folklorists have also explored the ways in which
folklore has been used to both challenge and reinforce power structures in societies (Abrahams,
1972).

Folklore is a valuable source of knowledge and insight into the past and present. It has the
potential to provide insight into the values and beliefs of cultures and societies, as well as to shed
light on issues of power and inequality. As a form of cultural expression, folklore can also be a
powerful tool for social change and for bridging divides between people of different backgrounds.
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