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Forced Treatment: Definition and Characteristics

Forced treatment, also known as involuntary treatment, is a form of medical treatment that is

administered without the patient's explicit consent. In most cases, this type of treatment is carried

out in the interest of the patient's health or safety, or to protect society from potential harm. Forced

treatment is generally administered in cases where the patient is deemed to be mentally ill and

incapable of making decisions about their health.

The most common forms of forced treatment include the administration of psychiatric medications,

electroconvulsive therapy, and hospitalization. These treatments are usually applied to patients

who have been deemed to be too unwell or unable to make decisions about their own care, or who

are deemed to pose a risk of harm to themselves or others.

Forced treatment is controversial, as it may be seen as a violation of an individual's autonomy. It

can also lead to feelings of powerlessness and stigma in those who are subjected to it. For this

reason, it is only imposed in extreme cases, and is usually subject to regular review and review

processes.

In many countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia, there are laws

and regulations governing forced treatment. These laws typically require that the patient meet

certain criteria before they can be subjected to forced treatment, and that the treatment is carried

out in a manner that is deemed to be in the patient's best interests.
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