
Encyclopedia of psychology encyclopedia.arabpsychology.com

WHITE-COLLAR CRIME

Authored by

Mohammed looti

October 1, 2025

RECOMMENDED CITATION

Mohammed looti (2025). WHITE-COLLAR CRIME. Encyclopedia of psychology. Retrieved

from https://encyclopedia.arabpsychology.com/?p=10858

ARABPSYCHOLOGY.C
OM

https://encyclopedia.arabpsychology.com/?p=10858
https://encyclopedia.arabpsychology.com/?p=10858
https://encyclopedia.arabpsychology.com
https://encyclopedia.arabpsychology.com


WHITE-COLLAR CRIME 2

Encyclopedia of psychology encyclopedia.arabpsychology.com

White-Collar Crime: An Overview

White-collar crime is a scourge that has been around since the beginning of the industrial age, and

its effects have been felt for centuries. White-collar crime, which is defined as any criminal offense

committed by a person of high social status in the course of their occupation, has been increasing

in recent decades. White-collar crime can range from fraud and embezzlement to counterfeiting

and money laundering, all of which can have a wide-reaching impact on a society and its economy.

This article provides an overview of white-collar crime and its various forms, as well as its effects

on individuals, businesses, and society.

Defining White-Collar Crime

White-collar crime is a broad term that describes criminal activities committed by a person of high

social status, typically in the course of their occupation. White-collar crime involves activities such

as fraud, embezzlement, bribery, money laundering, and counterfeiting, all of which can have a

significant impact on society and the economy. These activities can be committed by individuals as

well as organizations, making it difficult to identify and prosecute.

Types of White-Collar Crime

Fraud is one of the most common types of white-collar crime. It involves making false or

misleading statements to obtain money or property. Examples of fraud include credit card fraud,

identity theft, and mortgage fraud. Embezzlement is another type of white-collar crime, in which an

individual or organization misuses or misappropriates funds or assets for their own gain. Bribery is

another type of white-collar crime that involves offering money or items of value in exchange for

illegal or unethical favors. Money laundering is a form of white-collar crime in which money from

illegal activities is disguised as legitimate income. Finally, counterfeiting is a form of white-collar

crime in which goods or currency are illegally reproduced or imitated.

Impact of White-Collar Crime

White-collar crime can have a wide-reaching impact on individuals, businesses, and society. On an

individual level, white-collar crime can lead to financial losses, jail time, and damage to one's

reputation. On a business level, white-collar crime can lead to reduced profits, legal costs, and a

decrease in customer confidence. Finally, on a societal level, white-collar crime can lead to

decreased economic growth, increased inequality, and a loss of trust in society and government.

Conclusion

White-collar crime is a pervasive issue that has been around since the beginning of the industrial

age, and its impacts can be felt by individuals, businesses, and society. While the types and effects

of white-collar crime can vary, it is important to be aware of the various forms of white-collar crime
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and the potential consequences.
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